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MR GRAHAM BURKETT, INVESTIGATION BY CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

613. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Attorney General: 

I have a supplementary question.  When did the Attorney General first inform or discuss with the Premier or the 
president of the Labor Party that Mr Burkett was subject to a telephone tap?  

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
Powers such as those contained in the Telecommunications (Interception) Western Australia Act require that 
these matters be treated with the appropriate discretion.  As the Attorney General of this State, I am privy to a 
whole host of matters.  They relate to a number of warrants in respect of serious criminals in this State that only 
the Attorney General can sign, which take people out of prison, for instance.  I am also aware of a range of 
matters concerning the judiciary.  Confidentiality is respected and required in those matters.  That is the reason 
that, when Mr Morfesse rang me, I said to him that I would not be confirming whether or not a 
telecommunications intercept notice had been given to me under this legislation.  I intend that the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, which reports to me as the Attorney General, into which we have put a lot of resources, and 
which has been given extraordinary powers, be able to fulfil its function properly.  For it to be able to fulfil that 
function, the public debate on these matters should, in my view, be circumscribed.  Nobody, whether he be the 
Leader of the Opposition, an opposition member, a government member, a staff member, a drug trafficker or the 
most lowly criminal in the State, should be tipped off or advised in any way that these extraordinary powers will 
be used.  I have followed that view.  
 


